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Notice to Terminate EIS
on Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve
General Management Plan Amendment

The National Park Service (NPS) is terminating
the Wilderness Study and Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) on a General Management Plan
Amendment (GMPA) for Gates of the Arctic Na-
tional Park and Preserve. The NPS published a
notice of intent to prepare an EIS on a GMPA/
Wilderness Study EIS for Gates of the Arctic Na-
tional Park and Preserve in the Federal Register
75 FR 4413, on January 27, 2010. Public scoping
occurred in the spring of 2010, a preliminary alter-
natives newsletter was distributed to the public in
the fall of 2010, and a Wilderness Study newsletter
was sent to the public in the winter of 2011. One of
the key areas of focus for the EIS was a Wilder-
ness Study for lands in the preserve that are pres-
ently identified as eligible but that have not been
proposed for wilderness designation.

Under the enabling legislation, Section 201(4)(b)
—(e) of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conser-
vation Act (ANILCA), Congress provided for a right
-of-way across the Kobuk Unit of the preserve for
access to an adjacent mining district. In 2011, the
State of Alaska, at the request of a project propo-

nent, began preliminary field studies in preparation
for the application for a right-of-way. If a complete
application is received, the Secretary of the Interior
and Secretary of Transportation will jointly agree
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on the route for issuance of a right-of-way, after
completion of an environmental and economic
analysis prepared in lieu of an EIS which would
otherwise be required under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act.
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and Export Authority to study the feasibility of a
road has accelerated the schedule for potentially
filing a right-of-way application. Due to the possibil-
ity that a right-of-way application may be filed, the
NPS decided to defer the Wilderness Study and
complete the GMPA with an environmental assess-
ment. The GMPA will include a wilderness stew-
ardship plan and update the GMP to reflect current
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planning standards, including zoning, capacity, and
desired conditions for management. The alterna-
tives under consideration in the GMPA do not in-
clude any new facilities or substantial staffing
changes, and are not expected to have significant

Mountainous Gates of the Arctic in Summer (USFWS 8/1/1980)

impacts on the human environment.
For more information please contact Greg
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bility Valuation Survey -

Kachemak Bay Water Trail
"Adventure Beyond the
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Dudgeon, Superintendent, Gates of the Arctic
National Park and Preserve, 4175 Geist Road,
Fairbanks, AK 99709-3420; telephone (907)
457-5752.¢

Wolf Viewing Declining in
Denali National Park -

5

The Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Federal Areas, (CACFA) will have it’s next regular

business meeting Juneau on Friday, January 24 and Saturday, January 25.

-...just like previous meeting, the proceedings will be streamed LIVE, in real time, on Alaska
Legislative Television: www.akl.tv. Thank you very much to the State of Alaska Staff that
make this available and to ‘360North’ and ‘GavelALASKA’ who manage the archive for CACFA

at:
http:/www.360north.org/gavel-archives/?category_search=Citizens+Advisory+Commission+on+Federal+Areas.
Thank you!

Page. 1


http://www.akl.tv/
http://www.360north.org/gavel-archives/?category_search=Citizens+Advisory+Commission+on+Federal+Areas

Alaska Lands Update, Issue 43

Deadlines and Reminders

BLM i Bering Sea Western Interior Resource Management Pldvas opened public scop
thoughJanuary 17, 2014More information and to submit comments visit the project web
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/bering_sea_western.html

Central Yukon Planning Area Scoping Comment Period through January 17, 208dr infor-
mation atwww.blm.gov/alor email the project ManagejO&icole @blm.gov

TheChugach National Forest Plan Revision Phase 4 Assessments well underway-or more

informationvisit the planning website lattp://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/chugach/landmanageme

planning/?cid=stelprdb5408185

ANILCA TRAININGS conducted by the Institute of the Naith t wi ce annua
request of Congress, the Institute of the North created a detailediepith itraining curriculum
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) of 1980. The curriculum ill
the Alaska context for this sweeping and
This is gawo-day course, in Anchorage, on March-6, 2014 For more information, visit the In
tute of the North online athttps://www.institutenorth.org/programs/alaskammons/anilca
training/;

2014 ALASKA STATEWIDE TRAILS CONFERENCE will be held at the Alaska Pacific Uni

sityin_Anchorage from April 24th to 26th, 2014For more information contact Steve Clealy

steve.cleary@alagkails.orgor visit online ahttp://www.alaskatrails.org/

December 2013

National Park Service

http://www.nps.gov/state/ak/index.htm

rl]Y.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

ihttp://alaska fws.gov/
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IiIRteHrest Service - Region 10, AK
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Tongass NF Sustainable Cabin Management EAor all Project documents and comment de
lines, visitonline dt:t t p: / / g o . (casesemgitve)] WQ E k

Advisory

ThenexCi t i zensd Commi ssion on Fed

Friday. January 24 and Saturday. January 25. 20lLdcation, agenda and more meeting infdl@ational Marine Fisheries Service

mation will be available as the meeting date approaches.
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Iditarod National Historic Trail featured
in New Movie
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Tongass Sustainable Cabin Management Project
Environment Assessment
he Tongass Nati oncu r ieftiogr 34 Ay Suemmena
bin Management Prh@ajvec t s t Bmwii rnaggn mee o t
sessment i s avatdebli ei comdli nreevaew
usa. gloovd SMQEskensi t iFwe) motre fiindadrtmae i
sociated maps andrappélndsees, Rﬁavega
bsite to APibdpectys®b&udmenbyh eumdr @fas
is EA explains theuUucwouddt lebpdt O
e cabins, summarlazbeosUtpLIH‘lHSc PrARVBEY
d public input, U SpaR.- 8o on Vs
sed Act-aotion hanmﬁé ﬁﬁfl‘"& élhtee ASub
vVe. The health MK -safetv anal
cted for this pr o BLM Names New
x C. Glennallen Field Manager
any peopl e, g r o u p| On November 18, the BLM announces the se
nted on this pr-oa|Dennis Teitzel as Glennallen Field Manager.
mme n t peri od wh i comestol_BL_—MIaska from the
12 io gi ve t he Office; he joined the BLM at the Butte, Mont3
- Office following a t . -
nity to llearn npky year military career.
mment on the U 8 Mr. Teitzel received
Condday3 0c o mment pelgreat deal of his nat
rel eased. Once afresource manage
hi kan Daily Ne Jexperience working as
an addadyi td ommmd|Range Management
begin. ficer for 6 yeallrs o,\r)I '
i Twentynine Palms Ma
e rt ?‘lset 1I2 c Corp Air Ground Co
Center in the Mojd

be most h P Desert; and he is looking forward to living f

det ai | e{alaskalifestyle.

Action and a| For more information about Mr. Teitzel and f
ease provi de t he |BLM Field Managers Visitr://www.blm.gov/ak/s
rned or have s ug g/fo/adomeet our_managers.hinl.

submitted specitic, written
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antiAoRiP £18ss the frozen landscape to save
the children of Nome, Alaska from a diphtheria
%Megi( The documentary premiered at the
|\ %E‘? ¢ Intern, Matlonal Film Fes Val held at
the VO Pooth’ Phlated /ngust% 2013 She
% Iregeﬁta-ry will be shown again at the Anchor-
bage Musedm at Rasmuson Center 2p, Sunday
Decentbeg 15. a
Narrated by Sir Patrick Stewart, the documen-
Hagy Brings e light lqogpelling new information
and insights into the life-saving "mush across
Alaska which followed the old Iditarod Trail on
a section now designated as part of the Iditarod
dlapjonad Hystoric Trail. BLM's Iditarod National
Hiskoric Tyai} Program provided technical sup-
port f e production, and the Iditarod Histor-
”l@h'%gi %l'a e provided both technical and
ﬁn%al support. For more information on the
visit https://www.facebook.com/pages/
/l%%ound/12072028279801c) or call K] Mushovic
-271-3322  or email at: kjmusho-

5
E@If COm ¢
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Commission Members
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Mark Fish, Anchorage
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Rod Arno, Palmer (S)

Executive Committee
Charlie Lean, Nome (G)

Executive Committee
Senator John Coghill, Fairbanks (G)
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Kathleen Liska, Anchorage (G)
Mike Meekin, Palmer (H)

Warren Olson, Anchorage (S)
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Commission Staff

Stan Leaphart
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stan.leaphart@alaska.gov

Karrie Improte
Commission Assistant
907-451-2035
karrie.improte@alaska.gov
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www.dnr.alaska.gov/commis/cacfa

AS 41.37.160 The Citizens' Advisory Commis-
sion on Federal Management Areas in Alaska
is established in the department [Natural Re-
sources]. In the exercise of its responsibili-
ties, the commission shall consider the views
of citizens of the state and officials of the
state.

Bull on Wosnesenski Island: Photo Credit - USFWS / Steve Ebert

Proposed Information Collection
National Wildlife Refuge Special Use Permit Applications and Reports
The Refuge Recreation Ac4omierli6al alillomisn gt mmduﬂeh
refuges for public recreaiBiuon dwhmgnantd uUsimgtcamics
does not interfere with thmermaiianargctpiuviptoiseg s()i mfAlt:
The Al aska Nati onal I nt efRestealam,dsi nCoennsteorrvya td md | mA
(ANI LCA) provides specificmamudihalri zati wint iaemsd. gui dan
the administration and maTnhaeg efmeernmhs osfer wa@t iacsn ablo t Wif It ¢
refuges within the Statetbhf Aluaslkatl yt sappnr @owiedit offwsr
for the issuance of per miwvsw.ufnwse.rg ocve/rftoarinms /c.i r cumsf a
i ssue speci al use permits Ffoar ac tsipwictiifdsc pech odsap c
by the type a The U. S.seRirsh ,anedt cWi |tdHatf emiSghtvi|baea
the Office of Management samd cBadgehe ( OMB) emomayp prn &
the information collectidetdillC)ormndesger dteido nbse, | otwe ¢ h/
quired by the Paper wor k Rehdeucstgam oAfcta cotfi v1i9t9i5e sa ncdg vae
of our continuing effort sditfof erreednutc emapnaapgeer nmeonrtk raenedd sr
ent burden, we invite theegepowadalint pulmlaiyc narnd beet hrgerq
agencies to take this oppepéndi hyg om tcloenmreerd u eosnt ¢tdh
This |IC is scheduled to e¢hpirdeé semefuoe 30, azkl 4 .ofrW
not conduct or sponsor andeafpemson Hosvemet, reqliuge
spond to a collection ofori ndfiofrfreartenotn iwnrfloesmeatii ondi s
currently valid OMB contrdhen8ydbteem i sCourarse ng er noint| st
I C, must be receive by Jamiumed HW,t R&®dltdype and | oqat
Send your comments on thed;l Cand by emdaihlesteo:p eTrhmei tfse |
I nf ormati on Collection Clearanod: Offlycdrh,e Ue§ui Fgm
Wil dlife SeriPDdle, 4MB81 204heetrh | Egiat f-ap@gditfsi c Rep eagied |
Dri ve, Arl ington, VA hd22®3ui oed bfyor etmhel petromi t . | We
grey @f wsplgease iihk0udée dmdwm8t subhecpermit. Most f
line of your comment s. Fhorw naor rerimiftotramht aoni wint | hr
ject contachop#epedf @rsei@68Btequire the collection o |
i2482. ci al conditions, such as Jac
The National Wildlife RrFatgegryshtsem oAd nfiantias t § lajn io
Act of 1966, as amended Pptins ®Nakioeatwiomildlifel|R
_Segs,t_em | mprovement Act of Cam@ment gonem¢edaitred tahils| rig
A HAGs into a single Natti®nal Wildlife Refuge Slys
@ﬁgstem). It also authorizWdether sgstamttdhef fcod I|ei
é)\u l.ic.programs, includingseahysei fatbufdingt wbebpercoq
i AigtdWABnd management supploact Is<‘ea'|V|Uctels|,l toym, 1l ands
System when we find that t-hleeaadececwia C)ésoiaréhappﬁbpfﬂ
compatible with the purposkedtoiromwhafchi nfhoer maefl wge | w.
tablished and the SystemosNamssésépomnhadced otchhe i @wdloi
management activity or visiithdrorgmartiioge tpr dwi ¢ed .l efct
These permits authorize acWNajywi ttioe smisnuicnhi zaes:t he Dbujrd
-Agricul tural activities; mation on respondents.
Beneficial management t oodosmmemdts csaunb nhed tedde d nt of epsr|
the best habitat possiblComen aomattefug@ds;public |re
Special events, gtriome gveamBeaihdWiokhebeohscl uded | i
-Recreational visitor serammﬁeob@'er_af idhés 1C. Youl| s
-Guiding for fishing, hunmammegnt ,wiilndgclljufdd ngdyeati ¢re,
interpretation; may be made publicly availl e
Wildlife Refuge Plans to Address Cattle Damage to Islands
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Alaska, and both islands have deteriorated
omamagerx Ateve: Bglghanty, has announced wildlife habitat caused by cattle left behind
the start of a public scoping process to when ranchers left the islands years ago.
identify issues and alternatives to address Chirikof Island was first stocked with cattle
damage from unauthorized cattle on Wos- in the late 1880s when the island was leased
nesenski and Chirikof Islands. Scoping will by a large fox ranching enterprise. Cattle
include meetings with interested federal, were introduced on Wosnesenski Island in
state, and local agencies, Federally recog- 1938 for personal use by a resident family.
nized Tribes, stakeholders and the general Without management or predators, the
public. After the close of scoping, in ac- cattle have multiplied. Today, there are
cordance with the National Environmental roughly 8oo cattle on Chirikof Island and
Policy Act (NEPA), an Environmental As- 200 on Wosnesenski Island. “I have been to
sessment or Environmental Impact State- both islands” said Delehanty. “It's a sad
ment will be prepared for each island. sight. The vegetation is short, some areas
These documents will lay out the issues, have been turned into bare sand dunes,
alternatives, analysis of impacts, and the there are cattle carcasses scattered around,
preferred alternative. and cattle are trampling wildlife habitat,
Wosnesenski and Chirikof are remote, archaeological sites, and sensitive wet-
uninhabited islands located in southwest lands.” Island salmon streams, j Ai 1 OET PA
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Kachemak Bay Water Trall
"Adventure Beyond the End of the Road"

The Kachemak Bay Water Trail isnail&2®ute that
extends from the Homer Spit to the City of Seldovidg;
vides a wealth of conservation and outdoor recreat
portunities.

The Kachemak Bay Water Trail Steering Committ
working to design, develop, and mainater trail with
the focus on the exploration, understandsigwandshi
of the naturtbasure that is Kachemak Bay. The wate
encompasses communities throughout Kachemak B
organizations are helping create this trail, including
tional Park Servideivers, Trails and Conservation Ag
tance Program, Alaska State Parks, Kenai Peninsulz
ough, Cities and Chambers of Commerce of Home
Seldovia, Cook Inlet Keeper, Kachemak Bay Conset
Society, NOAA Kasitsna Bay Lab, Kachemak Bay R
Reserve, Kachemak Bay Wooden Boat Society, Hg
Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park, Alaska Depal
Fish and Game, Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, Hp

(@]}

-AD B 4

O /

and Water Conservation District, and Alaska Trails

Through this vast partnership effort, the Kachema

Water Trail willovide an opportunity for visitors to e{ Proposed Information Collection; Visibility Valuation Survey

ence theiverse habitat, spectacular wildlife, and sc
beauty that Alaska has to offer. The Kachemak Bay
Trail was also recognized by the American Society
scape Architectsasore efv ¥ ealt 6f Pu
projectsSee the Map at the left for an overview.

For more informatiggithttp://www.kachemakbaywatertrail.
Trail of the Month, as printed in Conservation + R
Newsletter by the NPS, is a free monthly publicatioj
activities and successes of National Park Service
tion and Outdoor Recreation programs and partn
this link t&ubscriber contact the National Pevice
Conservatioand Recreation Programs; 1201 Eye
N.W.; Washingtb, 20005
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...Cattle Damage

Continued from p.3

lakes, and wetlands are particularly hard hit.

“We want to hear from people who have con-
structive ideas and a willingness to help us solve
this problem,” said Delehanty. “It’s time to restore
these islands and finally help them fulfill their
congressionally mandated destiny as a wildlife
refuge.”

The deadline to submit ideas on issues and al-
ternatives that should be be considered in the
NEPA documents is January 31, 2014. Submis-
sions will be accepted by:

E-mail: fw7_akmaritime@fws.gov

Letter: Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge;
95 Sterling Hwy, Suite 1, Homer, AK 99603
Phone: 907-235-7835, or Fax: 907-235-7783

Or at open houses:

Homer - December 16, 2013, 4 to 6 p.m., at the
Islands and Ocean Visitor Center, 95 Sterling
Hwy.

Kodiak - January 7, 2014, 4 to 6 p.m., at the Ko-
diak National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center,

402 Center St.

Opportunities to comment on the draft Envi-
ronmental Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement documents will also be provided. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Alaska Region) is
committed to ensuring access to this open house
for all participants. If you need an accommoda-
tion (i.e. sign language interpreting, large print
materials, etc.), please contact Steve Delehanty
(907-226-4627 or Steve Delehanty@fws.gov) with
your request by close of business December g (for
the Homer open house) or December 31 (for the
Kodiak open house), or as soon as practicable.

All comments received, including those from
individuals, become part of the public record, and
are available to the public upon request in accord-
ance with the Freedom of Information Act, NEPA,
and Departmental policies and procedures. Name,
address, phone number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information, if attached to a
comment, may be made available to the public
upon request. Withholding personal identifying
information from public review can be requested
but cannot be guaranteed.

To get on the mailing list for the unauthorized
cattle issue, please contact the refuge by any of
the methods listed above.

More information and project updates will be
posted online at: http://www.fws.gov/alaska/nwr/

akmar/grazing.htm ¢

According to an NPS News Release:
Wolf Viewing Declining in Denali National Park

For a third consecutive year, Na- seen by visitors often leave the park
tional Park Service researchers have to follow migrating prey species
found that visitors travelinginbus- rt bg "~ r b ghant +§
es on the Denali Park Road have to 2010, one of the areas at the
had significantly declining opportu- boundary of the park most frequent-
nities to see wolves. In a random ed by wolves was closed to hunting
sample of 80 bus trips this summer, ax sgd Rs sd ne
wolves were seen on three occa- National Park Service asked the
sions, or about 4 percent of the trips. Alaska Board of Game to expand
By contrast, in the three previous the buffer zone, which would have
years the percentages were 12 per- prohibited hunting and trapping in
cent (2012), 21 percent (2011) and 44additional areas where many of the
percent (2010). most-viewed wolves winter. The

NPS biologists gather data on the board declined this request, and
wolf packs that range on the north voted to also eliminate the existing
side of the Alaska Range by radio at eedqg ynmd ~ knm
tracking, and have documented the east boundary.
decrease in the number of wolves The wolf viewing data is available
that den and roam in closer proxim- on-line at www.nps.gov/dena/
ity to the road in the eastern half of naturescience/wolfviewing.htm
the park, as well as a decline in the Researchers will be explaining the
overall number of wolves in Denali data more thoroughly in a peer-
north of the Alaska Range. reviewed paper expected to be

The relationship between the de- available in the spring of 2014. The
cline in wolf populations and the NPS will continue to gather wolf
decline in viewing opportunities is viewing data.
bnl okdw- 9Vd "~ gd Thd pak has d totalnranmuah isitas
learn about the factors, such as pack tion of over 400,000. Approximately
disruption, that play a role in mag- 200,000 visitors travel on buses td
nifying the impacts of individual Toklat (Mile 53) or beyond each
vnke knrrdr nm uhykar. ahkhsx+€& r hc
Philip Hooge, Assistant Superinten-  For additional information on the
dent for Resources, Science, andPark, visit their website at:
Learning. www.nps.gov/dena or by phone at

Sport hunting and trapping are 907-683-9532 from 9:00 am to 4:0(
legal in Denali National Preserve, pm daily. e
located on the far western
edges of the park. Subsist-
ence harvests are legal i
the preserve and the 1980
additions to the national
park. Most of the com-
bined hunting and trap-
ping efforts take place in
the western areas of the
new park lands, but docu-
mented wolf harvest is
pthsd rl kk-
cnmes rdd sg
western portions of Denali g8
moving to den near the
0 qj gn  c+¢&
9Sgd vnkudr
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